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Women’s Fund prioritizes childcare with new initiative

Our Women’s Fund Steering Committee is taking bold and 
strategic steps to meet the needs of working women by 
expanding access to affordable, quality childcare in our 
community.

In Ashland County, demand exceeds supply for infant and 
toddler care as well as for center-based care outside traditional 
work hours. Additionally, the high cost of childcare is a barrier 
for many families, particularly for single mothers and low-
income families with multiple children. 

These factors keep some parents—most often women— out 
of the workforce or force families into less desirable or even 
unsafe childcare arrangements.  

For the next two years, the Steering Committee will use all 
distributions from the Women’s Fund to make grants in the 
area of childcare. The committee is accepting grant requests 
through May 15. 

Additionally, the Women’s Fund will spearhead, and serve as 
the fiscal sponsor of, an effort aimed at starting a new childcare 
center. Though the Women’s Fund will serve as a catalyst and 
funder, we are not a childcare provider and will not be involved 
in operating the childcare center.

Committee members are working to identify strategic partners, 
develop buy-in from our local business community, conduct 
a needs assessment and secure space for the center. Once 
these foundational pieces are in place, the committee and its 
partners will identify a licensed, nonprofit childcare provider to 
operate the center. 

The committee will undertake a major fundraising effort to raise 
seed money for this project. Donations will be held in a “Women’s 
Fund Childcare Initiative” pass-through fund to cover start-up 
costs for the new center. 

An endowment component to assist in the sustainability of the 
childcare center will also be included in the fundraising efforts. 
These funds are separate from the permanently endowed 
Women’s Fund.

To learn more about the Women’s Fund Childcare Initiative visit 
www.ashlandforgood.org/childcare-initiative. 

21 Community Grants totaling $218,463 were 
awarded to organizations serving Ashland County.

8 Teacher Mini-Grants totaling $6,882 were 
awarded to local educators.

15 IMPACT Youth Grants totaling $13,014 
were awarded to support programs and projects 
benefitting Ashland County youth.

6 Strategic Grants totaling $49,084 were 
awarded in the first half of the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year. 

61 Donor Advised Fund Grants totaling 
$121,284 were awarded in the first half of the 
2020-2021 fiscal year. 

Find complete lists of recent grant and scholarship 
recipients at www.ashlandforgood.org.

Latest Grants 
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Many times, charitably-minded individuals can avail themselves 

of more “non-traditional” methods of providing gifts to benefit 

their community.  Such is the case with two recent gifts of real 

estate received by the foundation.

In the first instance, a local couple was in possession of a piece 

of farm land, held in a Limited Liability Corporation, or LLC, as 

partners with other family members.  As this property had 

been in the family for quite a period of time, it had appreciated 

considerably.

This couple wished to create a new endowment fund at 

ACCF, for the benefit of Ashland County residents, but found 

themselves, as the saying goes, “land rich, but cash poor.” 

 

With the decision being made to sell the property at auction, 

they would have been faced with a significant tax bill on the 

capital gains, the difference between the sale price and the 

original cost basis.

The solution was to assign their portion of the LLC to the 

Ashland County Community Foundation, prior to sale, allowing 

the proceeds to flow into their newly-established endowment 

fund, receiving a tax deduction at its current value, while 

entirely avoiding capital gains tax. Certainly, a win-win!

A second example of a real estate gift recently received by 

ACCF was that of a local woman who wished to establish an 

endowment fund, carrying her and her late husband’s name, to 

support the foundation’s Community Grants program.

Donor Feature

Noteworthy 
• Our Women’s Fund’s Mother’s Day Card Initiative 
is underway. If you make a donation to our 
Women’s Fund by April 30 and designate one or 
more honorees, we will send a card to the woman 
being honored, or the family of the woman being 
remembered, the week of Mother’s Day. 

• We are accepting applications for Hess Educational 
Loans through June 15. These competitive loans 
are for Ashland County residents or graduates of 
Ashland County high schools who have a GPA of 
2.5 or higher and a household net worth less than 
$250,000. Hess Loans are interest-free during the 
time the student is in college, plus one additional 
year.

• Dr. Julia Wright was the recipient of the Women’s 
Fund’s 2020 Lucille G. Ford Freedom From 
Selfishness Award. We extend our congratulations 
to Wright, who is best-known for spearheading the 
early literacy initiative, Ashland Bookcase Project. 

• We recently completed a laborious three-year 
project to transition all of our technology-
based grantmaking, scholarship and accounting 
management to the “Foundant” platform.  This 
will allow us to serve those on each side of the 
“philanthropic exchange” at a much more efficient 
level.  Kudos to the ACCF staff for making this a 
seamless effort!

Through careful advance planning a few years ago, she pledged 

the proceeds from the sale of their home, which would not 

occur until some point in the future.  Recently, the house was 

sold, with all net proceeds flowing to ACCF to create this legacy 

fund that will serve as a permanent remembrance of this 

amazing couple, while caring for the needs of generations of 

Ashland County residents.

Both of these examples demonstrate how creative planning can 

allow for philanthropy to occur, while, in some cases, lowering 

taxes, and still permitting other family assets to pass through to 

heirs.  

If you’d like to learn more, please feel free to reach out to Jim 

Cutright to discuss your individual circumstances.

In celebration of ACCF’s 25th 

Anniversary in 2020, the 

foundation offered each of 

Ashland County’s villages a 

strategic grant. 

Grant amounts were 

proportional to the 

population of each village, for 

a total of $50,000. 

Here’s how the eight villages 

are using their ACCF grant dollars to improve their communities:

Loudonville is replacing the roof, gutters and HVAC system at 

the Loudonville Community Youth Building. The village is also 

partnering with the Loudonville Theatre and Arts Committee to 

purchase a short-throw projector for Ohio Theatre and buying 

new waste receptacles for the downtown area. 

Perrysville is restoring the Perrysville mural and landscaping, 

providing funding for a new book kiosk, adding trash receptacles 

in a newly refurbished public area and restoring the historical 

veterans cemetery.

Jeromesville is repairing sidewalks and reconstructing main 

thoroughfares. Hayesville is paving the village parking lot. 

Mifflin is erecting new entry signs welcoming people to the 

village. 

Savannah is chip and sealing 

streets in the village. Polk is 

replacing the entry doors to its 

community building. Bailey Lakes 

is repairing the lighthouse on 

James Lake and constructing a 

patio area with benches.

We are proud not only to 

support progress in the City of Ashland but also to extend  our 

grantmaking to all four corners of Ashland County. 

Kathy Davis joined the 

ACCF Board of Trustees 

in 2017. 

She co-chairs the 

Educational Programs 

Committee and serves 

on the Nominating 

Committee. 

Kathy grew up on a dairy 

farm in southern Ashland County. The community-mindedness 

Kathy learned from her family in her early years was reinforced 

by her time in Girl Scouts, where she earned the Gold Award. 

A 1989 graduate of Loudonville-Perrysville Schools, Kathy 

spent her senior year as a Rotary exchange student in Orleans, 

France. She went on to study English Literature and History 

at Miami University. Upon graduating college in 1994, she 

returned to Ashland County to work on the family farm with 

her parents, aunt and uncle, and cousin. She is now among the 

seventh generation of her family to work on the farm.

Kathy serves as vice president of the Loudonville Public Library 

Board of Trustees and a member of the LPL Living Legacy 

committee. She is an elder in the Perrysville Presbyterian 

Church. Kathy is very active on various agriculture-related 

boards and committees. Her other community involvement 

has included coaching soccer, playing softball, and performing 

in the Mohican Community Theatre and Community Choral 

Group. 

Kathy and her husband, Nate, married in 2003. They enjoy 

travel, reading, learning how to get the most of their manual 

transmission vehicles, long country walks with their dogs, and 

gathering with friends. 

Municipality Grants

Board Member Spotlight

Cutty’s Corner
GREETINGS, 
FRIENDS…

Hope this newsletter 
finds you…hopeful..! 
We, at ACCF, are looking 
past the gloom of 2020, 
are optimistic about 
what the future holds 
for Ashland County and 
are extremely thankful 

for our generous donors that make possible many of the 
improvements in the quality of life that we see happening 
all around us, as a direct result of our grantmaking!

To-date, ACCF has reinvested more than $18 million into 
our community, through grants, distributions to our 
partner nonprofit agencies and academic scholarships.

While I don’t particularly like to tout numbers, as I would 
rather we talk about the stories behind those numbers, 
it’s alright once in a while to pause and reflect on how far 
we’ve come in our brief 26-year history.

Did you know, for example, that of the 99 community 
foundations in Ohio, your local Ashland County Community 
Foundation (founded in 1995) ranks 20th, in terms of 

assets? $71.5 million, as of December 31, 2020.

Interestingly, of the surrounding county community 
foundations, Knox County is ranked 19th (founded in 
1944); Wayne County Community Foundation is 15th 
(founded in 1978); Lorain County is 9th (founded in 1980); 
and Richland County is 8th (founded in 1945). 

The Cleveland Foundation, the nation’s first community 
foundation (founded in 1914) remains #1, with assets 
exceeding $2 billion.

As you can see, thanks to our benefactors…all of you…we 
have accomplished a great deal, in terms of growth, in a 
relatively much shorter time span than some of our peers. 

The growth of our assets translates into increased 
grantmaking, allowing our community to grow and prosper 
right along with us. Now, that’s a story worth telling!

Thanks so much for your continued support of ACCF, and 
stay tuned…we’re Here for Good…and as we enter our 
second quarter-century, we’re just getting started!

Have a Great Day! 

Jim Cutright
President/CEO

We’re pleased to welcome Ashland native and Ashland 
Middle School teacher Sarah LeVeck as director of our high 
school philanthropy program, IMPACT Youth Council. 

ACCF President/CEO Jim Cutright said he believes LeVeck is 
the perfect fit for the position, which is all about inspiring 
young people to give back to their community. 

LeVeck is eager to engage with students and serve the 
community in her new role.

“Youth are hungry for significance but often just aren’t sure 

where to start, with limited 
resources and experiences 
at their disposal,” she said.

“I look forward with joy and 
excitement to empowering 
and mobilizing students’ 
energy, desire and 
optimism to be stewards 
of generosity and servant 
leaders within our 
community.”

New IMPACT Youth Council Director

Given Back

In 26 years, ACCF has 
given back $18,065,732 
to our community. 


