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A space for community

On June 12, Ashland County Community Foundation had the 
pleasure of joining the City of Ashland in welcoming visitors for 
the first time to Foundation Plaza. 

We believe this plaza will be an anchor of our downtown—a 
space where community will happen. We envision a wide 
range of community events happening at Foundation Plaza. 
We look forward to seeing parents playing at the plaza with 
their children, downtown workers enjoying a lunch break, and 
couples lingering as part of a date night in our downtown.

The journey to creating this space began when ACCF provided 
vision and funding for the City of Ashland’s Targeted Action 
Plan, which initially focused on some other key areas of 
downtown and East Main Street. When the plaza became part 
of the plan, we identified this as an ideal target for one of the 
foundation’s Silver Anniversary Grants.

We gave grants to each of the 8 villages in Ashland County, and 
we expected the anniversary season would be capped off by 
the announcement that ACCF would provide the naming gift for 
Foundation Plaza as a grant to the City of Ashland.

When COVID-19 hit, we pivoted to nonprofit relief. Together 
with United Way of Ashland County and several individuals 
and businesses, we granted more than $173,000 to 22 
organizations that provided critical services to Ashland County 
residents amid the pandemic.

Though a large portion of our Silver Anniversary grant dollars 
went to COVID-19 relief, through careful management, the 
foundation set aside $100,000 to provide a grant to the city for 
this plaza.

Thanks to a generous donor who came alongside ACCF and 
added $25,000 to the foundation’s contribution, our dollars could 
go even further toward creating this crown jewel for Ashland’s 
downtown.

None of this would have been possible without the foresight 
and generosity of donors who have made unrestricted gifts to 
Ashland County Community Foundation over the years. 

We can’t always predict what challenges and opportunities 
the future may bring for our community, and that’s why it’s so 
important to have a community foundation that’s Here for Good. 

241 Scholarships totaling $345,031 were 
awarded to students across the region.

7 Women’s Fund Grants totaling $18,327 were 
awarded to nonprofit organizations to expand 
childcare offerings in Ashland County.

13 Strategic Grants totaling $139,500 were 
awarded in the second half of the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year. 

43 Donor Advised Fund Grants totaling 
$131,564 were awarded in the second half of 
the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

Find complete lists of recent grant and scholarship 
recipients at www.ashlandforgood.org.
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For more than 52 years, Mary Nearhood taught English, French, 

Latin and Spanish at Ruggles-Troy, Mapleton and Mansfield St. 

Peter’s high schools. 

She loved when former students would reach out, as they often 

did, to tell her about their successes in continuing education or 

in their careers. Many times, Mary’s students credited her with 

igniting the spark that fueled them on their path. 

Though Mary passed away in 2020, her legacy will live on 

forever through three new funds established by her husband at 

Ashland County Community Foundation.

Totaling $250,000, the permanently endowed “James H. and 

Mary K. Nearhood Family” funds will be invested to generate 

about $8,000 each year, in perpetuity. The investment income 

will be used to support teachers and inspire students for 

generations to come.

Before he passsed away this July, Jim Nearhood set up the 

three funds to fulfill Mary’s dream.

 “Long after we’re all gone, (mom) wanted to make sure 
students had the opportunity to go into education,” said 
Connie Nearhood, daughter of Jim and Mary. “She felt very 
strongly that education is like a cornerstone of life that leads to 
so many opportunities.”

One fund will provide two $2,000 scholarships annually to 
local high school graduates who plan to study education. The 
second will provide mini-grants to first-year teachers to support 
programs and projects for their students. The third will provide 
funding for ACCF’s IMPACT Youth Grants program, allowing the 
foundation’s IMPACT Youth Council to award additional grants 
each year.

Donor Feature

Noteworthy
• We are accepting applications for Community 
Grants through September 1 as well as for Teacher 
Mini-Grants through September 8. Nonprofit 
organizations and educators may apply online at 
www.ashlandforgood.org. 

• Supporters of our Women’s Fund honored or 
remembered 388 women with donations to the 
Women’s Fund this Mother’s Day. Their gifts totaled 
$21,418, a new record for the annual fundraiser. 

• Our Women’s Fund Steering Committee continues 
its efforts to expand access to high-quality, 
affordable childcare in Ashland County through 
its Women’s Fund Childcare Initiative. In May, the 
committee gained valuable insights and forged new 
connections through a childcare solutions panel 
event for employers. The event was co-sponsored 
by Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce. The 
committee is currently evaluating potential spaces 
for the new childcare center, analyzing the results 
of a parent survey and talking with a potential 
nonprofit partner who may be selected to operate 
the center. 

• Our communications director, Courtney McNaull, 
recently graduated from Leadership Ashland. All 
six members of our staff are now alumni of this 
leadership development program of the Ashland 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

The 2020-2021 school year presented unprecedented 

challeneges for teachers as they adapted to the pandemic. Our 

local educators rose to the occassion. They put in extra time and 

effort to teach in new ways, and they found creative solutions to 

keep students on track. 

In an effort to publicly acknowledge and thank these dedicated 

teachers, we provided grants to each of our local public school 

districts and private schools to bolster their teacher appreciation 

efforts this spring. Schools used these grant dollars from our 

Teacher Mini-Grants program to provide gifts and celebratory 

events for their teaching staffs. 

We are also pleased to announce that this year, as a result of 

new gifts from generous donors, we have more money available 

for Teacher Mini-Grants than ever before. And as our pool of 

dollars continues to grow, we hope that the number of grant 

requests we receive will grow with it. 

To that end, we provided a grantwriting workshop for local 

teachers this spring. We also added tutorial videos to our Teacher 

Mini-Grants application.

Additionally, we joined foces with Ashland City Schools 

Foundation. Starting this fall, Ashland City Schools teachers 

can fill out one single grant application on our website to 

be considered for grants through both foundations. We’ve 

also added a second semester grant cycle, providing another 

opportunity for educators to seek grant funding for innovative 

programs and projects.

Dwight McElfresh, Ed.D. 

joined the ACCF Board of 

Trustees in 2019. 

He chairs the Teacher 

Mini-Grants Committee 

and serves on the Finance 

Committee. 

A retired educator, Dwight 

served 31 years in public 

education as Interim Superintendent of the Ashland City 

Schools, Assistant Superintendent, Director of Pupil Services, 

Director of Curriculum, Special Education Supervisor and 

teacher of children with learning disabilities. He went on to 

work as the Executive Director of Professional Development at 

Ashland University, and then as Dean of the Founders School of 

Continuing Education.

Dwight is a Trustee of North Central State College, Chair of 

the Ashland County Mental Health and Recovery Board, Chair 

of the Ashland City Schools Foundation, Chair of the Ashland 

University Fastbreak Club, member of the Ashland University 

Gridiron Club, member of the North Central State College 

Foundation Board, member of Ashland Noon Lions, and 

member of Young Men’s Business Club. 

He is past Chair of the annual United Way of Ashland 

Campaign, past member of the Ashland Symphony Board and 

the Leadership Ashland Board.

Dwight and his wife Rita are the parents of three daughters 

and have four grandchildren. He is an avid golfer and baseball 

fan and enjoys following Ashland High School Arrow and 

Ashland University Eagle athletic teams. He is passionate about 

educational leadership and projects that benefit the youth of 

the community.

Supporting Teachers

Board Member Spotlight

Cutty’s Corner
HELLO, FRIENDS…

The evening of Saturday, 

June 12 in Downtown 

Ashland was one that I can 

only describe as “magical,” 

as we honored the more 

than 7,000 donors who 

have supported us over 

the years, and observed 

our somewhat-delayed 

25th Anniversary, with the dedication of Foundation Plaza, as is 

described in our cover story.

We’re so grateful when we can collaborate with other funders, 

whether private or public, to “leverage” the gifts that have been 

provided to us for stewardship, and expand the impact made in 

our community.

As more of our donors are making what we call “unrestricted” 

gifts, where they are entrusting our board and staff to make 

grantmaking decisions, it’s permitting us to be more proactive 

and creative in the ways we are improving the quality of life in 

Ashland County.

Heading now into our second quarter-century, we are very 

excited about the ever-increasing potential of your community 

foundation, as we continue to build new relationships in our 

donor base, as well as with those we serve, who are meeting the 

daily needs of our neighbors requiring assistance. 

All the while, however, remembering and caring for those in the 

Foundation Family who have helped build ACCF into a force for 

good in Ashland County.

We look forward, with cautious optimism, to returning to a more 

normal way of life, while recognizing that many in our community 

are still struggling with the after-effects of COVID.

A familiar refrain is that “Ashland is on the Rise.” After attending 

a recent Ashland Area Economic Development update, and 

hearing about the phenomenal pace of local growth, we clearly 

are. People are recognizing the value of living in a community 

where folks truly care about each other, as we do here.

ACCF is proud to play a role in that…after all, we are…Ashland for 

Good!

Have a Great Day!

Jim Cutright

President/CEO

If you see local reporter Emma Davis around Ashland 
County, please welcome her. Her position at Ashland 
Source and its affiliate news outlet, Knox Pages, is funded 
for two years through a unique collaboration between 
Report For America, Ashland County Community 
Foundation and private donors in Ashland and Knox 
Counties. In Ashland, those donors include Bill and Polly 
Chandler and Scott Conery. 

We agreed to come alongside these other funders 
because we believe local news brings real value to our 
community. 

We also understand that 
the future of local news 
is going to look different 
than the past. It’s going to 
be more digitally focused, 
and its funding model is 
going to be less reliant on 
advertising dollars.

We look forward to seeing 
increased coverage of local 
news in our community through this collaboration.

Supporting Local Journalism

Given Back

In 26 years, ACCF has 
given back $19,850,100
to our community. 


